








County, but the area could function more efficiently under a single
government ., It no longer is a day's ride from Warren to

Youngstown.,

The Youngstown-Warren Metro would operate in the same fashion as
the Youngstown-Mahoning Metro, with urban and rural service districts.
The set-up in Mahoning County would be identical. The urban areas
proposed for Trumbull County in the previous proposal would be
incorperated into the urban service distriet or transition districts
where appropriate. The rural Townships of Mesopotamia, Bloomfield,
Greene, Gustavus, Farmington, Bristol, Mecca, Jochnston, Vernon,
Southington, Fowler, Hartford, and Newton, as well as the Villages of
West Farmington, Orangeville, and Yankee Lake would comprise the rural
service distriet of Trumbull County. The City of Newton Falls initially
would be in the transition distriect, but may actually qualify for urban
status. Like the other propecsals, the government for Youngstown-Warren
Metro would result from a new charter negotiated and approved by all the
subdivisions involved. The total population of this "city" would be

510,100, third largest in Ohio.

PROSPECTS

When evaluating the prospects for any conselidation in the
Youngstown~-Warren Area, reality sets in. The same list of political
office holders that makes the need for consclidation apparent also
ensures that any change is nearly impossible, Turf wars cannet exist
without turf, and local politicians who have made careers of battling

would hardly be enthusiastic about letting their fifedoms evaporate,

The «current controversy of Mill Creek Park is a prime example, as
various township trustees have expressed concern that Youngstewn would
try to "metropolitanize” other functions at the expense of its suburbs.
Since Youngstown never has had control of Mill Creek Park, and since the
majority of the Park lies within Boardman Township, this is a curious
statement. The lack of any progress concerning the formation of a
regional port authority alsc shows the lack of regional cooperaticn

currently plaguing the Youngstown-Warren Area. While commissiconers in
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beth Trumbull and Mahoning Counties back the concept, all have refused
to back that support with dollars. This lack of political cooperation

indicates that any major change would have to result from public demand.

The original New Youngstown concept was turned over to a citizens
committee as Commissioner Carney felt politicians should be left out of
the process. If the interest of the citizens committee is an indicator
{it has drifted into oblivion), there 1is little prospect for any
governmental change 1n the Mahoning Valley. With no support in either
the public or private sector, the New Youngstown concept appears to be
doomed to the same fate as the Newton Falls plan, nothing more than an

interesting footnote in a local history book.
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