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About the Center for Urban Studies

The Center for Urban Studies is a research and public service
institute. It was established in 1969 by the Board of Trustees of
Youngstown State University in recognition of the obligations of the
University for continuous development and progress of the region.

The Center has three primary objectives:

First, the Center, through its research activities, seeks to im-
prove our understanding of urbanization and urban life in the hope of
providing solutions to urban problems. The Center attempts to draw
attention to public policy issues and to encourage research in support
of public decision-making. Research activities are supported by fund-
ing from within and without the University. The Center seeks to per-
form these tasks as part of the University's responsibility as an
important source of knowledge in the community.

Second, the Center attempts to enrich the teaching programs of
academic departments by encouraging student involvement in research,
by conducting classes or seminars in urban studies, and by funding
urban intern programs.

Third, The Center offers a comprehensive social science research
capabilitywhich is available to the general public, social organiza-
tions, industry and government. The Center staff provides research
assistance on a contractual, grant, or no-charge basis, depending on
research requirements. Center staff also represents the University,
where appropriate, on external boards and committees requiring tech~
nical assistance.

With its flexible staffing capability, the Center responds to
local needs for expert assistance by drawing on faculty or staff of
the appropriate University departments. The Center also frequently
refers inquiries to the appropriate agencies of local, state, or fed-
eral governments, or helps to identify outstanding expertise wherever
located.

The Center for Urban Studies, in cooperation with the Department
of Continuing Education, offers seminars, workshops, or on-site train-
ing on topics of concern to public service agencies.

The Center also maintains a publication collection--including
census materials, reports on current urban research, and copies of
local government planning documents. This collection is available
for public use.

For further information on the Center and its activities, or to
contact the Center for assistance on a project, please telephone or
visit the Center.

Terry F. Buss, Ph.D.

Director

Room B095, Cushwa Hall
Lincoln Avenue and Elm Street
(216) 742-3355
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WELSH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH RENOVATION PROJECT

Introduction

The Welsh Congregational Church at 220 Elm Street is Youngstown's
>oldest surviving church. It is presently occupied by the Messiah Holi-
ness Church and has been in continuous use as a house of worship for
122 years. This evaluation provides a critical perspective and di-
rection for a proposed restoration effort that may enable one of
Youngstown's unique historic assets to continue its original purpose.

_ The observations detailed in this report reflect an evaluation of the

*
existing conditions of the structure.

Historical and Architectural Perspectives

Welsh construction workers were among the early immigrants to
settle in the Mahoning Valley, helping to build the first mills and
blast furnaces in Youngstown's Brier Hill district. The first Welsh
-congregation was organized in 1845. Congregationalists built their
church on Elm Street in 1861.

By the early 1970's, the congregation had dwindled to less than
a dozen members. Since they were unable to maintain the building or
hire a minister, they elected to disband and offered the church for
sale in 1975. The present occupants, under the leadership of Rev.
Andrew Redmond, took over the building in 1976.

The Welsh congregation built their church in the Greek Revival

style, which was prevalent in the United States from about 1820

*
Several tours of the church by Rev. Andrew Redmond proved invaluable
in the collection of both current data and historic information.
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2
through 1860. The truncated shapé of the rear of the building, con-
taining the choir loft and at one time, possibly a baptistry, is remi-
niscent of sanctuaries found at the rear of Greek temples. The line
of the roof, with its entablatore and cornice, and dentils beneath
the cornice are typical of the style, as are the pediment-shaped win-
dow heads found along the sides of the building and the Corinthian
columns of the bell tower.

A remodeling of the church, undertaken in 1887, was confined pri-
marily to the front of the building, and was executed in the Queen
Anne style which enjoyed popularity from around 1880 until the turn
of the century. The conical-shaped treatment of the bell tower is
typically Queen Anne and seems to indicate extensive changes to the
original. A projection on the front of the building that features
scalloped shingle siding, carved wood eaves with console treatment
(scroll-shaped brackets), and newer-type window casements was added
at this time. The eyelid dormers on the front of the building are
in the Queen Anne style as well.

The predominant style of the church's interior is Gothic. The
ceiling features wood strips in opposing diagonal patterns with a
carved centerpiece. The mouldings serve as Gothic tracery (borrowed
from European cathedrals) and formulate a Greek cross. The pews and

trim are all of oak as are the pulpit and two hand-carved stands.

Structural Evaluation

The field inspection included a complete tour of the building
excepting the rooftop and pipe organ room. The 122 year old struc-

ture is a testimony to the love and care displayed by the Welsh
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carpenters in the construction of this facility. The main structure
consists of wood frame and stone foundation walls. Both appear to
have weathered the elements well. The following categories were ob-
served as part of the inspection:
1. Foundation: The foundation is of field or quarry
stone, possibly from western Penmnsylvania or local
excavation. Here, the foundation is solid, but

threatened by water and freeze-thaw damage.

2. Super Structure: The exact type of framing has

not been established in this case. It is presumed,
though, that wood stud walls and trusses constructed

on the job site from the structure.

3. Secondary Structure: This category includes the

exterior wood siding, roof shingles, steeple,
dormers, porch, etc. qu to age, lack of proper
maintenance, and inadequate moisture control,

serious deterioration has occurred to the roofing
shingles, siding, and secondary supports. Moisture
penetratidﬁ has contributed significantly to exterior
deterioration, and has affected the interior super
structure and interior fixtures as well. The extent
of this damage cannot be assessed unless the structure
is exposed by the removal of siding and plaster. The
ultimate renovation, then, will be influenced by

existing conditions.
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4, Interior: The original plaster, oak wood wainscot,
wood floors, Gothic wood ceiling trim, wood base,
and wood pens remain. They are, however, victims
of years of cosmetic application of paint and varnish.
All of these items appear to be unaffected by the

molsture damage.

5. Utilities: These include plumbing, electrical and
H.V.A.C. (heating, ventilating, and air conditioning)
systems. The existing electrical system is not suf-
ficient to meet the existing National Electrical Code
and Ohio Building Code. Any modification to the
structure will require a complete change. The exist-
ing plumbing is substandard and will require an analysis
of existing supply and waste lines to determine which
systems are to be replaced. Completely new fixtures
are required. The existing heating system is a coal-
to-gas conversion and is without air conditioning.
Modifications will be required to bring this system

into line with current standards.

The criticisms noted above are generally common in regard to
structures of this age. Each generation dweller usually attempts
to retrofit as budget or knowledge permits. Fortunately, this build-
ing is under second general ownership. Interviews with the original
owners indicate a semnsitive regard for normal maintenance, making re-

habilitative performance feasible in this case.

Recommendations

The primary damage noted earlier in this study is moisture. Un-

less adequate care is taken to uncover other areas where water damage
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5
is suspected, rehabilitative efforts may prove ineffective. Actual
determination can only be made after a thorough inspection by a de-
sign specialist and a contractor. This procedure should include
sample borings from the foundation as well as collecting wood sam-
ples for analysis. Every effort, therefore, to save this structure
should include adequate funding for proper investigative research.
The following should serve as guidelines for remodeling efforts:
1. Foundation: Inspect all walls and recommend
procedures to correct cracks. Excavate around
the perimeter of the foundation to install

drainage system.

2. Super Structure: Expose as much of the main

structure and secondary members as possible to
assess their integrity. (This makes secondary

structural analysis possible).

3. Interior: If moisture protection necessitates
removal of wood trim, care should be taken to
restore detail work. The abundance of oak wood
requires particular attention in the restoration
of the éews, movable furniture, and the oak trim.
The original plaster should be replaced with dry-

wall.

4., Utilities: a. The electrical system should be re-
designed to meet the current code. It should contain

adequate power to permit the addition of future services.

b. In addition to updating the existing in-house

plumbing system, consideration should be given
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toward the installation of exterior hose bibs and

a fire suppression system.

c. The existing furnace system should be thoroughly
inspected with regard to age, safety, and efficiency.
The addition of air conditioning will aid in the com-
fort of occupants as well as climatize the interior

for the protection of the remodeled surfaces.

Preliminary Costs

The following cost analysis should be considered preliminary in

nature until a more comprehensive analysis is conducted.

1.

Demolition: Remove siding, gutters, shingles,
windows, miscellaneous exterior trim, interior

plaster, ceiling trim, fixtures, etc. $15,000.00

Site work: Paving of parking lot, curbing,
landscaping, excavating around existing

structure $22,000.00

Concrete work: Interior restroom floors,

new steps, miscellaneous patch work $1,500.00

Masonry: Rebuild existing flues with liners,
concrete bloci, and brick. Minor block work

replacement $4,000.00

Metals: Provide structural support for steeple,
shoring of floors, ornamental fencing and hand-

rails $2,000.00

Wood: Provide rough carpentry framing to
replace existing as required. Provide finish

carpentry and replace mouldings as required ~ $25,000.00
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7. Moisture Protection: Provide foundation as-
phaltic coatings, new wall and roof insulation,
caulking, weather stripping, and new roof

shingles $9,000.00

8. Windows and Doors: Install auxillary storm
windows, reconstruct existing windows, re-

place doors and hardware as required $17,000.00

9. Finishes: Provide new drywall (painted),
refinish all oak trim and furniture. Paint
exterior, install new resilient flooring and

carpeting $22,000.00

10. Specialty Items: Toilet room accessories,

historical graphics $2,000.00

11. Mechanical: Install new plumbing and fixtures.
Replace existing furnace and duct work; provide

new H.V.A.C. system $12,000.00

12. Electrical: Include new wiring, outlets,
switches, fixtures, and power panel $15,000.00
Subtotal $146,500.00
Construction Contingency: 8% $11,720.00

Project Cost $158,220.00

It should be noted here that the work detailed above need not be
undertaken all at once; the list may be prioritized and work completed
in stages as funding permits. The items requiring the most immediate
attention are moisture protection, mechanical, and electrical (Items

7, 11, and 12).
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Conclusion

Financing a restoration project such as this one is always diffi-
cult. Present economic conditions make it difficult for even large
churches in affluent communities to fund building projects. The
Southern Baptist Convention's Brotherhood Bonding Company which under-
writes church construction through tax exempt bond issues is not
presently accepting new business, but other similar organizations
may be doing so.

Another source of money should be a fﬁnd-raising effort in co-
operation with other church groups in the Youngstown area. The
preservation of the Welsh Congregational Church building rightfully
should be of concern to the community at large.

Placement of the church on the National Register of Historic
Places will make it eligible for various historic preservation grants.
Other types of public funds may be available as well. The nomination
procedure 1is presently underway in cooperation'with the Youngstown

Planning Office of the Ohio Historical Society.



