CATHOLIC CONFEFENCE OF QHIO
DEPARTMENT ON SOCIAL CONCERNS

1987 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE SURVEY

SUMMARY
APRIL, 1988

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE SURVEY - RGENCY PARTICIPATION (by Diccese)

Cincinnati Cleveland
Catholic Social Services - Cincinnati Pecple To People - Wooster
Catholic Social Services ~ Springfield Catholic Community Services - Lorain
Catholic Sccial Services - Urbana Lake Co. Serwvice Bureau - Food Forcs
Catholic Social Services - Bellefontaine cCapilla Cristo Rey
St. John Social Serwvige Center Epiphany
The Society of St. Vingent dePaul Martin dePorres
A.C.C.E.S8.5.
Columbus Holy Trinity

W.S.E.M. {West Side Ecumenical Ministry)
Catheolic Social Service - Columbus

Catholic Social Service - Zanesville Steubenville
Catholic Social Service - Portsmouth
Catholic Social Service - Newark Diocesan Information & Referral - Steubenville
JOIN Samaritan House - Steubenville
St. Aloysius Familv Service Center
Youngstown
Tolzdo
Catholic Community League =~ Youngstown
St. Mary's Food Pantry - Toledo Catholic Serwice League ~ Youngstown
S5t. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry - Lima Catholic Service League - Ashtabula
St. Vincent dePaul Cleothing Store -~ Lima Family & Community Servicas of
Catholic Social Services - Mansfield Cathelic Charities - Youngstown
St. Vincent dePaul Society Store Catholic Community Services, Inc. — Warren

Family & Community Services - Lisbon

Highlights of the Data Included:

1) Peopie Served: Proporticnally about the same number of clients were ssxved in
tast week as last year. Thirty-five Catholic-sponsored emer-
gency assistance programs served 4,531 in 1987 (3,208 were
reported from 30 programs in 1986).

2} Employment: About the same number of emploved clients were served this
vear as last (around 19%). However, this was almost deuble
the figures for 1984 and 1985. Slightly more had part-time
jobs (10% vs. 9.6%). Less had full-time Jjobs (8.9% vs. 2.4%).

3} Unemployment: Fewer unemploved clients were served this year than last
(61.8% vs. 66.2%). This continues a four year trend.

Of those unemployved, more suffered from long-term unemplaoyment (over 2 years)
than anvtime in the past (66.4% vs. 63% in 1986, '85, and '84).

Clients served with short-term unemplovment {less than 1 year) declined
{17.1% from 27.6% in 1986K).

A significantly fewer number of clients served received unemployment compensa-
ticn tals year (4.1% vs. 11.4%).
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4)

&)

Among all clients served, blacks tended to suffer more from long~-term
unemployment {over 2 years) than whites (58% (b} ws. 32% (w)).

among all black clients, 81% were long-term unemploved.
Among all white clients, 53% were long-tzzm unemployed.

Among all clients served, the shorter tern unempleoyment (less than 1 year)
tanded t¢ be white.

Income: Vast majority of clients served this vear (91.1%) had
household incomes under $6,000 per year. This is about
the same as previcus years.

The average income was $2,757 per year, up slightly over 19286 ($2,612).

More clients than last year rsported having no income (40.1% wvs. 33.9%),
however, this was fewer than in 1984 and 1985.

The major scurces of income were:
a) ALC - 32.9% of all cliants received.

s was up from last vear, but mors Zamala = isnts were served
3 vear than last (V3% 7s. 44%).
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Down from last vear.
c) Social Security - 8.6%... about the 3ame as cravious years,

d4) 83T - 7.2%...about same as- 1986, but up from 1294 and 1985 (3.5%, 5.9%).
e) Wagas - 6.3%... down from last year (3.5%),

Z] Pension, Unemployment Compensaticn anéd Workaer Cimpensation were less
than 2% each...similar to 1986.

Ace:

The average age of clients served appeazss t©o Ze gatzing vounger., This
vear 36.2 years was the average age, wihila in 12345 iz was almost 39 years.
T™e largest single age group served this vear was 28 year olds (mode)} vs.
36 year olds in 198S8.

.

Sex

A significantly larger number of females weraz sarwed this year than last
(73.2% vs. 44%), Fewer couples were served than in previcus years (1.9%

vs. 4.3%, 6.7%, 5.9%).

The fluctuation may be due to differences in rzarticipating agencies.
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We continued the %trend of serving slightly mors blacks than whitss (48.2% (b)
vs. 33.4% (w)).

ic clisnts (5.35%) were double thar of 1285, but remained fawexr
than in 1984 and 1985 (7.6%, 6.1%).

) Religious:

We concinued the trand of naving the wvast majorisy of clisnts keing nen-
Catholic (79.3%).

9} Marizal Status:

As in the past, the majority of clients were not married {79.6%...
up slightly from last year). Most of these wera single {43.5%),
followed by divorced/serzarated (26.2%...up from last vear's 24.3%},
widewed {(6.7%), and living <ogether (4.2%...almes: doublz that of
Trevious years).

10) Education:
This was a new questicn this year. Cwver 1/2 af tha cliesncs served
did nor finish high school (51%). Another 1,/3 wers high school

graduatas.

11} Education bv Gender:

The male clients tendad tc have gone further with their education
than Zamales. 41% of the males completad aigh school, czmparad to
31% of the famales.

12) Income, Race, and Gender:

Thars were faw income differsnces by racs, but major income differsnces
by gender. More males than females repor< having ne income, and mors
report having lower levels of income. (21% of malss regortad having
less than 32,300 year, comparsd to 6% of famales.) ADC was suggestad
as a factor in this.

13) Household Size:

mhis year clients with children living with them wers asked to break
down their ages. 47% had children under seven, 35% had children
between 7-12, and 23% had children 12-18. (100%+ due to multiple age siblings)

14} Health Coverage:

These were new gquestions this year. Overall, 68.9% of clients served
indicated having some sort of health coverage. 17.2% reported having

no coverage.



CCO/DEPARTMENT ON SOCIAL CONCERNS
1587 EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Page

#4

Prxefile of Client Neads:

Foocd: As with previous survey results, food remained the most re-—
quested need (81.4%). Again, as over the last two vears,
about 60% of those needing food had encugn fcr onlvy cne meal
or less. Perhaps significant is the rather large sercantage
rop in our agencies' ability to respond to such £ood requests.
(84% given assistance in 1987 compared to 95-96-97% responses
since 19384).

Food Stamps: The number of clients receiving food stamps has been
declining since 1974, Currently, 59.1% of our cliesnts
received food stamps, compared o 61.9% in 1986 (it
was 78% in 1884, 74.3% in 1985).

ra demograchic gusstions wers asked:
adicated they live in an urban
. 35% indicared they rent, 5% own
g 5% liwve with IZriends/rzlatives.

Shelcar: This year a Jaw o
62% of rzscondant
setiing, €% in =
their dwelling, a

i D

6.6% (3Cl zersons) of all recuests wers for housing assistanece. This
was the lowest % of such rzquests received, going back as far as 1984.
(Previously 8-9% of cur ragquests were for housing assistance}. Quer
half (50.2%) of such reguests wers dus to homelessness, 189.6% had
been evicted, 11.3% had inadequata hscuing, and 7.6% were in an
abusive situation.

Agency ability to respond to racuests for housing assistance also
dropred this year. Since 1984 we had Zeen able to respond to over
80% of such requests, this vear it was 71.8s%.

Utilities: 8% (348 househalds] of clients recuasted aid with
utilitias., 3 high percencage of ¢lients (70.4% of those
requesting incme anergy assistance} indicated they
recelived sbut—off notices. This was compared to a
35.9% rate for 1986. Psrhaps the time of year, Fall
vs. Spring, in which the survey was conductad, accounts
For some of this.

Unlike food and shelter assistance, agency level of response remained
similar to 1986 (74% requests granted), although down from 1935 level
of 82%.

Other Types of Aid: 20.3% of clients applied for various types of aid.

Those requesting clothing increased over the previous years (66.2% vs.

45% the previous two years) as did those reguesting health care assistance
and transpeortation. A slight drop in ability to meet such requests also
occurred (83.9% compared to 90.7% and 91% in 1986 and 1985).




FOR YOUR INEORMATION e

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CATHOLIC CONFERENCE OF OHIO

GOVERNMENT CUTBACXS HURTING

CATHOLIC-SPONSORED EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

A survey of recipients of assistance from 35 Catholic
agencies in Ohio shows that the need for poverty relief
continues, but that funding problems are making aid un-

available to many who need it (see enclosed Survey results).

Jim Tobin, asscociate director for the Department on Social
Concerns of the Catholic Conference of Chio, reported that
the latest version of the survey, conducted annually in

- cooperation with the Catholic poverty relief programs of
all six dioceses of Ohico, showed that food, clothing and
shelter, the basic needs, were not always readily available

to the poor in Ohio.

During 1987, we were collectively serving over 4,500 per-
sons weekly. Sixty-seven percent of our clients were women
with minor children and 90% of our clients had annual in-

comes of under $6,000 - in fact, the average was only $2,757.

"The clients' median age was 26 years," Tobin stated, "over
1% were unemploved and 81% of all the people were seeking
food. Nearly two-thirds reported they had only enough fcod

on hand for one meal or less."

The survey indicated a 4-year decline in food stamp recipients.

"Only 59% of the 1987 clients were getting food stamps, com-

red to 78% in 1984."7
pare o in (MORE) 5

Nitschke Building « 35 £. Gay Street, Suite 502 » Columbus, Ohio 43215 * Phone (614) 224-7147
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Teobin said the number of persons seeking aid who were em-
ployed had grown, suggesting that Ohio's working poor
were growing as a class. Almost 20% of the 1987 clients

were employed compared to only 10% in 1985.

Funding problems resulted in the Catholic agencies being
able to serve only between 70-80% of those who asked for

help, compared to nearly 90% in earlier vears.

Tobin said the recent round of federal and state aid cuts
was one of the major reasons for the agencies' inability

to serve all who were in need,.

"As much as we want to, our agencies and programs are simply
not able to pick up where the government programs have cut
back. The so-called safety net has tooc many tears for vol-
untary agencies to repair -- there are lots of pecple, in-
cluding many children, falling through the net," Tobin

stated.

He quoted a report by the Washington, D.C. based Center on
Budget and Pelicy Priorities as stating that the federal
allocations for fiscal year 1988 low-income entitlement
programs are less than half the allocations given in 1981

(after inflation}.

Tobin also lamented phase-outs in the federal Emergency
Food Assistance Program (TEFAP}, which supplied many Church-
gponsored emergency assistance programs with surplus food

such as rice, hcney, dry milk and cheese.

6
(MORE)
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"In addition, the Ohio legislature’'s action to cut Title XX
social service monies by $8-million will have a profound
impact when it takes effect this July 1," he said. "Pranklin
County will lose $2.3-M; Cuyahoga $1.4M; Hamilton $780,000;

and Lucas $600,000. Athens, Lake, Lorain, Portage, Summit

amd Trumbull counties will each lose over $100,000. Belmont,
Butler, Clark, Clermont, Coshocton, Greene, Jackson, Jefferson,
Lawrence, Licking, Marion, Muskingum and Ross will each lose

over $50,000.

"These cuts do trickle-down and hit both the low income per-
son and the service provider -- in the end, the main victims
are women and children, often the helpless members of our

society," Tobin added,

For more information, contact Mr. James Tobin, at the Cath-

olic Conference of Ohio, or:

Rev. Thecdore C. Kosse Rev. Gerald F. Calovin%
Director of Communication Director of Communication
Archdiocese of Cincinnati Diccese of Steubenville
513-421-3131 614-282-6293
Rev. Michael G. Dimengec Mr. James Richards .
Director of Communication Director of Communication
Diccese of Cleveland Diccese of Toledo
216-696-6525 419-255-1935
Rev. Thomas Holahan Miss Jean Nero -
Directer of Communication Director of Communication
Diocese of Columbus Diocese of Youngstown
614-464-1334 216-744-8451

{(END)
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CATHOLIC CONFERENCE OF OHIO

WCMEN WITH CHILDREN REQUEST THE MOST HELP FROM CATHCLIC EMERGENCY
ASSTISTANCE PROGRAMS IV CHIC

According to the results of a 1987 survey formally released today by the

Catheolic Confersnce of Ohio, women with children under the age of 18 re-

quested the most assistance from the 35 Catholic-sponsored poverty relief
W

programs in Chio,

Jim Tebin, Associate Director for Social Concerns of the Catholic Con-
ference of Ohio, explained that an annual survey has been conducted since
1284 of the wvarious Catholic-sponsored emergency assistance programs
throughout Ohio. Clark Jones, Inc., a marketing firm in Ceclumbus, has
helped the Poverty Task Force of the Catholic Conference to coordinate
this project. Findings from this survey have been used for educatien

and promotion, as well as incorporated into various public testimeonies

of the Conference.

According to Tobin, the survey indicated that the Church-sponsored emer-
gency assistance programs continued to serve scme of the poorest of the
poor. In 1987, such programs were serving an average of over 4,300 people
per week. Sixty-seven percent of these people were women with children
under age 18. Over 90% of the clients had yearly incomes below 56,000 -

the awverage being $2,757.

Eighty-five percent rentad; a little over half were minorities; 80% were

non-Catholic.

The majority were undereducated, with over half not finishing high school.

The male c¢lients tended to have g?ne further in their education than female.

Nitschke Building + 35 E. Gay Street, Suite 502 « Columbus, Ohio 43215 » Phone (614} 224-7147
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The median age was 26 years with a four vear trend toward younger

clients.

The number of people served who were unemploved dropped somewhat from
previous years, but still comprised over 60% of our clisntele. The
majority of these unemployed peonle (663} had been unemploved for over
two years. Race seemed to play an impertant factor in the duration of
unemployment. Long-term unemploved tended to be Black; short term

unemployed tended to be White.

The number of employed clients doubled since 1984. 1In 1987, one out
of evervy five clients (20%), were unemploved but needed help, perhaps

an indication of the growing number of working poor.

The major reguest for help was for food assistance, followed by utility

help, shelter, clothing, health care assistance and transportation.

The need for food assistance was extremely high (81% of all clients).
Qver 60% indicated that they only had enough food for one meal or less.
Equally distressing was the finding that the number of clients receiving

food stamps continued its 4-year drop (only 59% compared to 78% in 1984).

According to Tobin, among the more troubling of the findings was the sub-
stantial drop in the agencies' ability to give the assistance needed.

In the past, Catholic-sponsored smergency assistance programs were able
to respond in a positive manner to over 80-90% of the requests. In 1287,

this dropped to between 70-80%.
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Members of the Poverty Task Force and Survey Committee of the Department
on Social Concerns for the Cathelic Conferencs of Ohio involved in this

survey included:

Mr. Scott Miller (Chairperson), Diocese of Youngstown [216] &78-3911
Mr. Brian Corbin, Diocese of Youngstown [216] 744-8451

Reverend Charles Ritter, Diccese of Toledo [419] 244-6711

Ms. Kathy Dennellan, Diccese of Toledo [(419] 244-6711

Ms. Donna Therkelson, Diccese of Toledo [413] 244-6711

Mr. Carl Brauner, Diocese of Columbus [©614] 274-0049

Ms. Mary Evelyn Ruetty, Diocese of Columbus [614] 221-58%°1

Ms. Aggie Hoskin, Diocese of Cleveland ([216] 696-6525

Ms. Cathy Stienecker, formerly Diocese of Cleveland [614] 466-0378
Mr. Thomas Allio, Diocese of Cleveland [216] 773-3436

Sr. Rose Ann Van Buren, Diocese of Cleveland [216] 263-6176

Mr. Keith Warner, Archdiccese of Cincinnati [513] 241-2186

Mr. Rod Huber, Archdiccese of Cincinnati [513] 421-3131

Reverend Gerald Calovini, Diocese of Steubenville [614] 282-6293

For more information, please refer to the attached comparative summary,
or call Jim Tobin at the Catholic Conference. You may alsc want to

contact any ¢f the previously named Task Force members.

{END)
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