











maintenance; nearly 19 percent of all those with an opinion mentioned
this need. The next most frequent response category, with approximately
9 percent of those responding, was trails. The only other answer given
by at Tleast 5 percent of those responding was picnic areas (see Table
33).

Respondents were asked to rate the area of the Park they were
currently visiting. As a group, 53 percent of the Park users said that
the place or facility they were interviewed at was excellent; another 40
percent stated 1t good. Of the 14 places at which interviews were
conducted, Fellows Riverside Gardens received the highest marks; 88
percent rated it as excellent and the balance rated 1t good. The
shortholes section of the Wick Recreation Area was rated as excellent by
82 percent of those responding, while Lanterman's M111 was rated as
excellent by 74 percent. The Tlowest rated areas included the area
around the flowing well, VYolney Rogers, and the Ford Nature Center (see
Table 34).

Park users were also asked to give their overall impression of the
Park., Approximately three-quarters had a very favorable view of the
Park and all but a half-dozen of the remaining respondents viewed the
Park as favorable (see Table 35).

Place of Resident and Frequency of Use Relationships

Park users' impressions and perceptions of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park
tend not to vary significantly with place of residence or frequency of
visits.

Park users were divided into seven groups based on place of
residence. The groups are: Youngstown, Boardman, Austintown, Other
Mahoning County {Mahoning), Trumbull County (Trumbull), Other Chio
(Ohjo), and Other States (Other). The groupings were made based on
number of respondents and geographic proximity.
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As would be expected, frequency of visits varied significantly by
place of residence, with local residents tending to visit the Park more
often than those from out of town. A strong majority of Park users from
Boardman, Youngstown, and Austintown visited the Park once a week or
more during at least part of the year (see Table 36).

In general, the rating of the eight Park aspects did not vary
significantly with place of residence. However, while the tendency was
not statistically significant, the out-of-town visitors tended to rank
those aspects of the Park which could be evaluated in one visit (e.g.,
availability of facilities, road maintenance, appearance} higher than
d1id the local residents. Local residents rated presence and clarity of
directional signs significantly better than did out-of-town residents.
This may be partly because local residents better know their way around
the Park and, therefore, have iess need of signs.

Overall Jmpression of the Park did not vary significantly by place

of residence.

For the most part, ratings of the Park--either on individual
aspects or on overall 1impression--did not vary significantly by
frequency of use.

COMPARISONS ACROSS SURVEYS

Both the general public and community Teaders were asked 1f
suffictent outdoor recreation opportunities existed in their area. The
percentage of the general public respondents who answered affirmatively
(68%} was slightly higher than that of the community leaders (58%).

Those who answered negatively were asked what type of opportunities
were needed. Swimming was, for both groups, the first or second most
frequent response. Other top responses differed by group, with parks
and playgrounds being mentioned by the general public and bike trails
and tennis courts favored by community leaders.
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In a related question--what facilities, programs, and activities
not now provided by Mi11 Creek Park should be provided by the District--
bike trails was the most frequent response of both groups. Swimming was
also among the three or four top answers of both groups.

The general public and community leaders responded very similarly
when presented with the five general goals related recreation and
nature, The only noteworthy difference was that a slightly higher
percentage of the general public had no opinion, Park users tended to
rate all five goals as slightly more wmportant than did the other two
groups.

As might be expected, respondents to the Park users survey tended
to be the most frequent Park visitors;: nearly two-thirds of these
individuals stated that they visit the Park at Teast once weekly during
at Tleast part of the year. Of the other two groups, community Teaders,
tended to visit the Park more frequently than did the general public.

A greater percentage of the general public and Park users had no
opinion related to rating the eight aspects of Mi11 Creek Park than did
the community leaders. This 1is probably partly due to the fact that
community Tleaders had more time to consider their answers (because they
were surveyed by mail). Of those who did express an opinion, the
general public was more generous than the community leaders in their
ratings for all but availability of facilities. Park users' ratings
were, 1n most cases, equivalent to or higher than that of the other
respondents.

Both the general public and the Park users were asked about their
overall impressions of Mi1]1 Creek Metropolitan Park. Of these groups, a
substantially higher percentage of Park users had a very favorable
impression of the Park. Both groups, however, were impressed with the
Park; over 96 percent of the general public and approximately 99 percent
of the Park users, who had an opinion, viewed the Park either favorably
or very favorably.
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CONCLUSIONS

The people of Mahoning County appear to be generally satisfied with
Tocal recreation and leisure opportunities. Only about one-third of the
general public and fewer than one-half of the community leaders felt
that insufficient opportunities existed in their areas. Suggestions for
new or additional facilities focused on swimming facilities, bicycling
trails, and play areas for children.

Mahoning County residents feel strongly about goals related to
nature and parks. Each of the five goals presented was judged to be
very or somewhat important by the vast majority of survey respondents,
aithough preservation of natural areas and open space were judged to be
relatively more important than development of active recreation areas
and facilities. However, given the importance placed on both, 1t would
appear that the public 1is not suggesting a ban on the development of
active recreation areas and facilities, but rather, that such
development be achieved in a manner that maintains and preserves natural
areas and open space.

The Mi11 Creek Metropolitan Park 1s frequently used and well
thought of. The majority of Mahoning County residents visit the Park at
least monthly during at least part of the year and rate most aspects of
the Park as good or excellent. An overwhelming majority of residents,
especially regular Park users, have a favorable or very favorable
overall impression of the Park.

Aspects of the Park which would appear to be 1n need of some
improvement, according to survey respondents, include: road
maintenance, presence and clarity of road signs, safety, and educational
programming. With the latter two, the problem may be more one of
perception than reality. This conclusion is drawn because these aspects
were vrated substantially more positively in the Park Users Survey than
in the General Public Survey. Regardless of whether the problem 1s
rooted 1n reality or perception, the Park District must work to resolve
the situation; however, the strategy for dealing with a perceived
problem may dinvolve more education or public relations than actual

changes.
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Residents of outlying areas visit Mill Creek Metropolitan Park less
frequently and (to some degree) rate the Park less favorably than do
residents of Youngstown and adjacent communities. The survey results
would seem to 1ndicate that Park improvements are unlikely to change
negative opinions of those who seldom use the Park or live relatively
greater distances from 1t. To satisfy these individuals, the Park
District will have to initiate some form of ocutreach effort.
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General Public Survey

e o e e e e e e e e

Table 1: Sufficient Public Outdoor Recreation and Leisure Opportunity

N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Yes 542 68.0 74.0
No 189 23.7 25.8
No Answer 65 8.2 -

. ot o e e —

Table 2: Kind of Recreation and Leisure Opportunities Needed, Most
Frequent Responses
N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Parks 37 4.6 25.5
Swimming 35 4.3 24.1
Playground w1 3.8 21.3
Children's Activities 20 2.5 13.7
Baseball 16 2,0 11.0
Tennis 12 1.5 8.2
Basketball 11 1.3 7.5

*Respondents listed up to five answers.
Includes supervised playground, safe place for child, children's park.
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General Public Survey

Table 3: Kind of Outdoor Recreation Pgrticipated In, Most Frequent

Responses
""""""""""""""" N Percent of Total  Percent of Those
Who Answered
Hike/walk 209 26.2 38.3
Swimming g5 11.9 17.4
Golf 86 10.7 15.7
Picnicking 77 9.6 14.1
Fishing 68 8.5 12.4
Baseball 65 8.1 11.9
Bike 52 6.5 9.5
Tennis 48 6.0 8.8
Jog/run 32 4.0 5.8
Basketball 31 3.8 5.6
Boating 28 3.5 5.1
Ice Skate 24 3.0 4.4
Hunting 24 3.0 4.4
Camping 22 2.7 4.0
Football 18 2.2 3.3

*Respondents Tisted up to five answers.

e I T o e s e o e
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General Public Survey

Table 5: Frequency of Visits to Mill Creek Metropolitan Park

N Percent of Total Percent of Those
Who Answered

Several times weekly--

year long 53 6.6 6.9
Several times weekly--

seasonal %6 12.0 12.5
Once a week--year long 29 3.6 3.8
Once a week--seasonal 72 9.0 9.4
Once a month--year long 43 5.4 5.6
Once a month--seasonal 132 16.6 17.2
Seldom 343 43.1 44.6
Didn't answer 28 3.5 -
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General Public Survey

Table 6: Areas of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park Visited or Used,
Most Frequent Responses

N Percent of Percent of Those
Total Who Answered
Fellows Riverside Gardens 242 30.4 32.6
Park drives™™ 173 21,7 23.3
Lily Pond 150 18.8 20.2
Wick Recreation Area 136 17.0 18.3
Picnic areas 111 13.9 14.9
Newport Boat Dock 107 13.4 14.4
Lanterman's M171 89 11.2 12.0
Glacier Boat Dock 83 10.4 11.2
Cabins and pavilions 77 9.7 10.4
Trails 74 9.3 10.0
Golf course 70 8.8 9.4

*Respondents 11sted up to five answers.
Includes short-cut, ride for pleasure, walking.
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General Public Survey

Table 7: Activities Participated in Within Mill*Creek Metropolitan
Park, Most Frequent Responses

N Percent of Percent of Those
Total Who Answered
Walking 339 42.5 46.0
Picnicking 265 33.2 36.0
Driving 95 11.9 12.9
Observing nature g2 11.5 12.5
Gardens 84 10.5 11.4
Golf 79 10.0 10.7

*Respondents listed up to five answers.
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General Public Survey

Table 8: Rating Selected Aspects of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park,
Percent of Those With an Opinion

Availability of

facilities 22.2 51.8 19.7 6.2
Road maintenance 11.2 54.1 25.0 §.6
Maintenance of

facilities 15.5 58.3 22.3 3.9
Safety 12.5 55.5 23.9 8.1
Appearance 44,5 47,2 7.5 .8
Avatlability of

family activities 19,1 55.0 20.3 5.6
Availability of

educational

programs 15.6 51.1 25.3 8.0

Presence and clarity
of directional
signs 14,2 59.0 19.2 7.6
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General Public Survey

Table 9: Overall Impression of Mi11 Creek Metropolitan Park

N Percent of Percent of Those
Total With Opinion
Very favorable 409 51.3 54.0
Favorable 320 40.2 42.3
Unfavorable 21 2.6 2.8
Very unfavorable 7 9 .9
Didn't answer 40 5.0 ---

e e . e P e e e e
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General Public Survey

e et e e

Table 10: New Facilities and Programs Which the Mill Creek
Metropolitan Park District Should Provide, Most Frequent Responses

Percent of
Total

Percent of Those
With Opinion

e e e A e e s e e e T o o e o e . e L o e e o T B S e e e . T Sl e o e . B

N
"Continue the same" 41
Bike trail 32
Better security 32
Educational programs 26
Swimming 23

*Respondents list up to five answers.

5.1
4.0
4.0
3.3
2.9

13.4
10.4
10.4
8.5
7.5
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General Public Survey

e e, e e e P .

Table 11: Sufficient Public Outdoor Recreation and Leisure Opportunity
By Place of Residence

e o e e o e e e g A T T ok S o o o o o o o o e e e T T T T ] ke o o o o e e T o o

Yes(%) No(%)}
Youngstown 66.2 33.8
Boardman 91.9 8.1
Austintown 80.0 20.0
Campbell, Struthers,

Lowellville, Coitsville 68.8 31.3
Poland 75.6 24.4
Canfield 78.6 21.4
Dther 67.0 33.0

e e e
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General Public Survey

—— P e o e e Pt e s e e e e e P e Pt

Table 12: Travel Time for Recreation by Place of Residence

Less than 5-5 min.(%) 15-30 min.(%) 30 min.

5 Min. (%) or More(%)
Youngs town 26.7 39.0 18.2 16.0
Boardman 43.3 34.6 9.6 12.5
Austintown 23.3 34.9 24 .4 17.4
Campbell,

Struthers,

Lowellville,

Coitsville 43,9 19.3 22.8 14.0
Poland 22.5 35.0 20.0 22.5
Canfield 32.4 40.5 27.0 -—
Other 26.9 38.5 21.8 12.8
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General Public Survey

Table 14: Overall Impression of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park by Place
of Residence
Very Very
Favorable(%) Favorable(%) Unfavorable(%) Unfavorable(%)

Youngstown £2.0 34.2 3.0 .9
Boardman 59.4 36.7 2.3 1.6
Austintown 2.2 43.4 2.7 1.8
Campbell,

Struthers,

Lowellviile,

Coitsville 43.4 50.6 6.0 -
Poland 61.2 38.8 -— -
Canfield 55.1 44 .9 - -
Other 33.3 62.6 3.0 1.0
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General Public Survey

Table 15:

SeTdom
Monthly

Weekly

Overall Impression of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park by
Frequency of Use

Yery Very

Favorable(%)} Favorable(%) Unfavorable(%} Unfavorable(%)

46.6 47.8 4.1 1.6
57.5 40.8 1.7 -—-
64.1 33.1 2.0 0.8
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Community Leader Survey

Table 16: Sufficient Public Outdoor Recreation and Leisure

Opportunities
"""""""""""""""""""" N Percent of  Percent of Those
Total With Opinion
Yes 91 58.3 61.1
No 58 37.2 38.9
No answer 7 4,5 -—
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Community Leader Survey

Table 17: Kind of Recreation and Leisure Qpportunities Needed,
Mest Frequent Responses

N Percent of Percent of Those
Total With Opinion

Swimming 17 10.9 28.8
Bike trails 15 9.6 25.4
Children's activities™ 14 9.0 23.7
Tennis courts 11 7.1 18.6
Restricted jogging areas/

track 10 6.4 16.9
Restricted walking

areas/htking traiis 9 5.8 15.3
Ball fields 5 3.2 8.5
Basketball courts 5 3.2 8.5
Picnic pavilions 5 3.2 8.5

*:Respondents listed up to five answers,
Includes supervised play area, parks and playgrounds, hobby area.
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Community Leader Survey

Table 18: Kind of Outdoor Recreation Participated In, Most Frequent

Responses
""""""""""""""""""""""" N Percent of  Percent of Those
Total Who Answered
Golf 55 35.3 38.5
Walking 48 30.8 33.6
Hiking (trails) 47 30.1 32.9
Picnics 35 22.4 24.5
Bicycling 33 21.2 23.1
Swimming 32 20.5 22.4
Tennis 27 17.3 18.9
Running/jogging 27 17.3 18.9
Fishing 25 16.0 17.5
Boating/Canoeing 24 15.4 16.8
Cross-country skiing 20 172.8 14.0
Ice skating 16 10.3 11.2

*Respondents Ti1sted up to five answers.
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Community Leader Survey

Table 20: Frequency of Visits to Mill Creek Metropolitan Park

N Percent of Percent of Those

Total Who Answered
Several times weekly-year long 20 12.8 13.0
Several times weekly-seascnal 14 9.0 9.1
Once a week-year long 11 7.1 7.1
Once a week-seasonal 26 16.7 16.9
Once a month-year long 22 14.1 14.3
Once a month-seasonal 28 17.9 18.2
Seldom 33 21.2 21.4
No answer 2 1.3 -—-
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Community Leader Survey

Table 22: Rating Selected Aspects of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park,
Percent of Those With an Opinion

Availability of

facilities 22.3 58.3 15.8 3.6
Road maintenance 10.3 34.9 40.4 14.4
Maintenance of

facilities 9.9 50.7 33.8 5.6
Safety 10.9 47.1 29.7 12.3
Appearance 31.8 51.4 12.2 4.7
Availability of

family activities 20.3 45.9 24.8 9.0
Availability of

educational

programs 16.0 44.0 32.8 7.2

Presence and clarity
of directional
s1gns 7.6 50.0 25.0 17.4
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Community Leader Survey

Table 23: New Facilities and Programs Which the Mill Creek Meiropolitan
Park District Should Provide, Most Frequent Responses
N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Biking Trails
(development and/or

update) 20 12.8 23.5
Swimming Lessons 12 7.7 14,2
Cleaner/Dredged Lakes 11 7.1 12.9
Nature Programs

for Youth 9 5.8 10.6
More Hiking Trails 7 4.5 8.2
More Educated Program 6 3.8 7.1
Tennis Courts 5 3.2 5.9
Cross-Country Skiing 5 3.2 5.9
Boat Rental Facilities 5 3.2 5.9

*Respondents listed up to five answers.
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Community Leader Survey

Table 24: Frequency of Visits to Mill Creek Metropolitan Park by Place
of Residence

Weekly(%) Monthly(%) Seldom(%)
Youngstown 57.1 31.4 11.4
Boardman 68.4 1.5 12.2
Poland 31.8 59.1 9.1
Cther 27.4 31.3 41.2
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Park Users Survey

Table 27: Park Users' Place of Residence

N Percent of Total
Youngstown 249 37.1
Boardman 120 17.9
Austintown 69 10.3
Poland 24 3.6
Canfield 22 3.3
Struthers 14 2.1
Liberty 12 1.8
Campbell 10 1.5
Columbiana (City) 9 1.3
Other Mahoning 8 1.2
Trumbul1l 40 6.0
Other Ohto 41 6.1
Pennsylvania 20 3.0
Other 33 4.9

b e, ot e, e o, e e P e
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Park Users Survey

Table 29: Frequency of Visits to Mill Creek Metropolitan Park

N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

———— T T ek el S o e e o e e o e e P P T B S Tt S o e e e o B i o o e

Several times weekly-

year long 88 13.1 14.7
Several times weekly-

seasonaily 144 21.5 24.0
Once a week-

year long 48 7.2 8.0
Once a week-

seasonally 108 16.1 18.0
Once a month-

year long 37 5.5 6.2
Once a month-

seasonally 50 7.5 8.3
Seldom 125 18.6 20.8
Didn't answer 71 10.6 -———
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Park Users Survey

Table 30: Areas of Mill Creek Metropolitan*Park Typically Used,
Most Frequent Responses
N Percent of Total Percent of Those
Who Answered

Wick Recreation Area 154 22.9 28.5
Fellows Riverside

Garden 152 22.6 28.1
L3117y Pond 86 12.8 15.9
Lanterman's Mill 80 12.0 14.8
Boat Dock 64 9.5 11.8
Lake Newport 60 9.0 11.0
Lake Glacier 55 8.1 10.1
Golf Course

{1ong holes} 48 7.1 8.9
Walking Trails 40 6.0 7.4
Flats 37 5.5 6.8
Lake 30 4.5 5.5

*Respondents listed up to four answers.

———— s e e e e, s s e e e
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Park Users Survey

Table 31: Kind of OQutdoor Recreation Participated In,
Most Frequent Responses
N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Walking 238 35.5 40.0
Picnicking 131 19.5 22.0
Golf 117 17.4 19.6
Briving 61 9.0 10.2
Running/Jogging 59 8.8 9.9
Softball/Baseball 56 8.3 9.4
Hiking 54 8.0 9.0
Playgrounds 54 8.0 9.0
Watch Baseball 49 7.3 8.2
Boating 43 6.4 7.2
Bicycling 42 6.2 7.0
Fishing 40 6.0 6.7
Relaxing 38 5.7 6.4
Tennis 35 5.2 5.8

*Respondents lTisted up to four answers.
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Park Users Survey

= e e e e e e s e o

Table 32: Rating Selected Aspects of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park,
Percent of Those With an Opinion

Availability of

facilities 36.6 0.3 10.8 2.3
Road maintenance 11.0 46,5 25,7 16.8
Maintenance of

factilities 21.9 64.4 11.9 1,7
Safety 23.2 60.2 13.8 2.8
Appearance 60.6 35.5 3.7 .2
Availability of

family activities 33.4 52.0 13.1 1.5
Availability of

educational

programs 23.8 50.8 19.7 5.7

Presence and clarity
of directional
signs 14.8 55.3 18.4 11.4




Park Users Survey

=, i = e ——— R ——

Table 33: Priorities for Renovation, Most Frequent Responses*

N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Fix roads 67 10.0 18.6
Trails 31 4.6 8.6
Picnic areas 19 2.8 5.2
01d M1l 15 2.2 4.2
Bridge at Mill 14 2.0 3.9
Golf course 14 2.0 3.9
Bathrooms 14 2.0 3.9
Fishing 14 2.0 3.9
Playgrounds 14 2.0 3.9
Open roads 14 2.0 3.9
STippery Rock 14 2.0 3.9
Clearer signs 13 1.9 3.6
Ballfields 13 1.9 3.6
No opinion 311 46.3 -—-

*Respondents T1sted up to four responses.
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Park Users Survey

Table 34: Rating of Interview Location,
Percent of Those With an Opinion

L e o e e e e e T e {im o o o o g O T B S D o ok e e e e e e B T Y o o o 7 7 Y

Fellows Riverside

Gardens 88.0 12.0 -~ --

Wick Recreation Area 82.0 16.0 2.0 -

{short holes)

Lanterman's Mil1 74.4 25.6 -- -

Lower Bear's Den

Recreation Area 66.0 28.0 6.0 --

Kirkmere Recreation Area 64.6 31.3 4.2 --

Golf Course 62.5 31.3 6.3 -

Lily Pond 60.4 31.3 6.3 2.1
L ake Newport 46.6 51.7 1.7 --

{other than boatdock area)

Wick Recreation Area 45.1 51.0 3.9 --

{playground)

Lake Glacier Boatdock 40.4 44 .2 9.6 5.8
Lake Newport {boatdock area) 33.3 60.0 6.7 --

Ford Nature Center 29.7 56.8 13.5 --

Volney Rogers 20.4 68.5 11.1 --

Flowing Well 10.5 68.4 21.1 --

e P b ek A

b2



Park Users Survey
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Table 35: Overall Impression of Mill Creek Metropolitan Park

A o e e e T i o e o e g T B A Sl L e o e o A e e e T A o e e = T T o e e o

N Percent of Total Percent of Those
With Opinion

Very favorable 498 74.2 74.9
favorable 161 24.0 24.2
Unfavorable 4 .6 .6
Very Favorable 2 .3 .3
Didn't Answer & .9 --
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APPENDIX A
MILL CREEK METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT GENERAL PUBLIC SURVEY (SPRING)

Hello, this 1s
conducting a

(name) __ calling from Youngstown State University.
survey of Mahoning County residents to learn more about their

We are

opinions and desires related to parks, recreation, and nature.

Q1. Are there sufficient public outdoor recreation and leisure opportunities
in your area?
1. Yes---> 60 T0O Q4.
2, No
9. Don't know---> GO TO (4.
Q2. What kinds of outdoor recreation opportunities are needed? {DO NOT READ)
(1F MORE THAN FIVE GIVEN, ASK FOR FIVE MOST IMPORTANT)
1. Baseball 13. Picnicking
2. Basketball 14, Swimming (pool)
3. Bicycling 15. Soccer
4. Bird Watching 16, Tennis
5. Boating 17, Hunting
6. Camping 18. Horseback riding
7. Canoeing 19. Hiking/walking
8. Fishing 20. Snow skiing (downhill)
9. Football 21. Snow skiing (cross-country)
10. Golf 22, Off-road vehicle
11, Ice skating 23. Other
12. Jogging/running
99. Don't know
Q3. How often would you participate 1n any of these activities 1f they were
available?
1. Once a year or less
2. Several times a year
3. About once a month
4, About once a week
5. More than once a week
9. Don't know
Q4. What kinds of outdoor recreation opportunities do you now participate
in? (IF MORE THAN FIVE GIVEN, ASK FOR FIVE MOST FREQUENT)
1. Baseball 13. Picnicking
2. Basketball 14, Swimming {pool}
3. Bicycling 15. Soccer
4, Bird Watching 16. Tennis
5. Boating 17. Hunting
6. Camping 18. Horseback riding
7. Canoeing 19. Hiking/walking
8. Fishing 20. Snow skiing {downhill)
8, Football 21. Snow skiing (cross-country)
10. Golf 2?2. Off-road vehicle
11. Ice skating 23. Other
12. Jogging/running
97. None

A-1



Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

08.

Qs.

G0 TO
010.

How often do you participate in any of these?

1. Once a year or less

2. About once a month

3. About once a week

4, Several times a week or more

How far do you travel for your outdoor recreation opportunities?

1. Less than 5 minutes
2. 5 to 15 minutes
3, 15 - 30 minutes
4, 30 minutes or more

I am going to read several possible community goals related to nature and
parks. For each, please state whether you believe the goal is very
important, somewhat important, or not important for Mahoning County?

Very Somewhat Not
Important Important Important DK/NA

a. Additional preservation
0F Open SPaCEe.. et snanannnnaans 1 2 3 9

b. Additional preservation of
natural and wildiife areas....... 1 2 3 9

c. Additional preservation
of historical sites.......... veas 1 2 3 9

d. Provision of additional
PArk areadS...cccevsrrrcnsiacaannns 1 2 3 9

2. Provision of additional recreation
programs and activities........... 1 2 3 9
Have you ever visited M111 Creek Park?

1. Yes---> Approximately how long ago did you last visit MCP?
G0 TO QlO0.

2. No~--> Why not?

Could anything encourage you to visit Mill Creek Park?

1. Yes---> What would encourage you?
2. No

014.
How often do you visit Mill Creek Park?

Seldom

About once a month
About once a month - year long

Nearly once a week - during part of the year

Nearly once a week - year long

. Several times a week or more - during part of the year
Several times a week or more - year long

during part of the year (seasonal)

—~ B
- - L] L] - -
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Q11.

Q12.

Q13.

What areas or facilities of the park
READ) (IF "WHOLE PARK" CODE, THEN
FACILITIES YOU USE MOST OFTEN?")

1. Volney Rogers Field
Z. Wick Recreation Area
(par-3 golf & court area)
3. Wick Recreation Area
(playground, ballfields)
4. Wick Recreation Area
(ice rink)
5. Wick Recreation Area
(Rocky Ridge)
6. Glacier Boatdock
7. Newport Boatdock
8. Lower Bears Den Picnic Area
9. Kirkmere Recreation Area
(Walter Scholl)
10, Ford Nature Education Center
11, Cabins and Pavilions
12, Golf Course

MCPGPS 3.

have you visited or used? {DO NOT
ASK, "ARE THERE ANY AREAS OR

13. Lily Pond {Goldfish, Duck)
14, Fellows Riverside Gardens
15. Lanterman's Mi1]

16. Picnic Area

17. Trails

18. Drives (as short cut)

19, Drives (pleasure driving)
20. Drives {bicycling)

21, Drives (walking or jogging)
22. Ice Skating-Lake Newport
23. Sledding Hi111s

24. A1l or most of park

25, Other

97. None

Thinking about your visits to Mill Creek Park, what kind of things do
you usually do there? (DO NOT READ LIST) (IF MORE THAN FIVE, ASK FOR

FIVE MOST FREQUENT)

1. Attend nature program 19.
2. Attend wedding 20.
3. Bird watching 21.
4, Drive 22.
5. Fish 23,
6. Observe nature 24.
7. Paint 25.
8. Photography 26,
9. Picnic (general) 27.
10. Picnic {group) 28,
11. Sit and relax 29.
12. Sunbathe 30.
13. Visit gardens 31.
14. Visit nature center 32.
15, Baseball 33.
16, Baseball (league sport) 34.
17. Batting cages 35.
18. Bicycle 97.

Please rate the following aspects of
fair, or poor.

Boat

Fitness trail or court
Fly kite

Footbhall

Football {league sport)
Frisbee

Golf

Golf (league sport)

Jog

Miniature golf
Playground

Soccer {league sport)
Softbhall

Softball {league sport)
Tennis

Walk

Dther

None

Mill Creek Park as excellent, good,

Excellent Good Fair Poor DK
1. Availability of facilities............ 1 2 3 4 9
2. Road maintenanCe...viieesernronararens 1 2 3 4 9
3. Matntenance of facilities............. 1 2 3 4 9
4, Safety.ciieeererereienececnasaonsannns 1 2 3 4 9
Y L1 o T T=T- 1 =T 1T of O 1 2 3 4 9
6. Availability of family activities..... 1 2 3 4 g
7. Availability of educational programs.. 1 2 3 4 9
8. Presence and clarity of directional
ST0NS . v et veerevarorarsraranasasenanas 1 ? 3 4 9



Q14.

Q15.

Ql6.

MCPGPS 4.

What is your overall impression of Mill Creek Park?

Very favorable
Favorable
Unfavorable

Very unfavorable
Don't know

[Ta N FE TN N Y
L] - L] - L]

Did you know that on January 1, 1989, Mill Creek Park became part of the
Mi1l Creek Metropolitan Park District serving Mahoning County?

1. Yes 2. No. g, DK

What types of facilities, programs, and activities not now provided by
Mi11 Creek Park should be provided by the Mi11 Creek Metropolitan Park
District?

Now, I have just a few brief questions about yourself.

17.

Q18.

019.

Q20.

021.

Q22.
023.

Q24.

How often do you vote?

. Every or nearly every election
. More often than not

. Occasionally

Never

L N —
L]

Where do you Tive?

How long have you lived in Mahoning County?
What level of school have you completed?

-8 4. Some college
-11 5. College graduate

Lad PN =
— DO

2

Do you have children living at home?

1. Yes 2. No

In what year were you born?

Which of the following best describes your total household income?

Less than $10,000
. $10,000-%20,000

. $20,000-$30,000

. $30,000-$50,000

. More than $50,000
. No answer

WO N fa Lo g
N

Sex {RECORD) 1. Male 2. Female
A-4



I

APPENDIX B

CENTER FOR URBAN STUDIES
MILL CREEK PARK COMMUNITY LEADER SURVEY

Instructions: Please answer the following questions as completely and
honestly as possible. Your responses will be held in strict
confidence,

Ql. Are there sufficient public outdoor recreation and leisure opportunities
in your area?

1, Yes---> 60 TO Q2.

2. No---> What kinds of outdoor recreation opportunities are needed?
(PLEASE LIST UP TO FIVE)

1.

Q2. What kinds of outdoor recreation opportunities do you now participate
in? (PLEASE LIST UP TO FIVE)

Q3. Did you know that on January 1, 1989, Mill Creek Park became part of the
Mi1l Creek Metropolitan Park District serving Mahoning County?

1. Yes 2. No.

B-1



Q.

Q5.

MCPCLS 2.

For each of the following, please indicate whether you believe the goal
is very important, somewhat important, or not important for Mahoning
County?

Very Somewhat Not Don't
Important Important Important Know

a. Additional preservation
of open space.....cceuuuu... ven 1 2 3 9

b. Additional preservation of
natural and wildlife areas.... 1 2 3 9

¢. Additional preservation of
historical sites....vviveennnn 1 2 3 g

d. Provision of additional
park areas........... ferreanas 1 2 3 9

e. Provision of additional
recreation programs and
activities. . o.vevniiainenans 1 2 3 g

Please indicate whether you feel the Mill Creek Metropolitan Park
District is very important, somewhat dmportant, of minor importance, or
of no importance for the following:

Very  Somewhat Minor No Don't
Important Important Importance Importance Know

1. As a source of
community pride........ 1 2 3 4 9

2. As a factor in
attracting new
business, . covvevinenens 1 2 3 4 9

3. As a factor in
retaining existing
bUSTNESS . e v e rinnn s 1 2 3 4 9

4, As a place for active
recreation............. 1 i 3 4 9

5. As a place for passive
recreation..........c... 1 2 3 4 9

How often do you visit Mill Creek Park?

Seldom

About once a month
About once a month - year long

Nearly once a week - during part of the year

Nearly once a week - year long

Several times & week or more - during part of the year
Several times a week or more - year long

during part of the year (seasonal)

OO L Y
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Q7. Please rate the following aspects of Mi1l Creek Park as excellent, good,
fair, or poor.

Excellent Good Fair Poor Don't Know

1. Availability of facilities..... ‘e 1 2 3 4 9
2. Road maintenance....... Sererareea 1 2 3 4 9
3. Maintenance of facilities....... 1 Ve 3 4 9
4. Safety....... trererraranas Crerens 1 2 3 4 9
5. Appearance......eeeeeaess fraarars 1 2 3 4 9
6. Availability of family

activities . cirn i resnnsicnnann, 1 2 3 4 g
7. Availability of educational

Programs..ceeesa.. N 1 2 3 4 9
8. Presence and clarity of

directional signs.....evvueunn. . 1 2 3 4 9

Q8. Do you know of any open space (other than Mill Creek Park), natural
areas, or historical sites of county-wide significance that should
logically be included in the Mill Creek Metropolitan Park District?

1. Yes---> Please list:
2. No

Q9. What types of facilities and/or programs and activities not now provided
by Mi11l Creek Park should be provided by the Mill Creek Metropolitan Park
District? List.

1.
2.
3.
4,
5.

010, Where do you live?

Q11. How long have you lived in Mahoning County?

Optional: Name

Company (if applicable)

Association or affiliation (if applicable)

Address

Telephone

B-3



Q1.
Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Q7.

APPENDIX C
MILL CREEK PARK USERS SURVEY

Where do you live?

Have you ever visited Mi11 Creek Park before?

(1) Yes---> Approximately how long ago did you last visit (exclud-
ing today)? (if more than 2 years, GO TO Q9)
{(2) No---> GO TO Q9.

How often do you visit Mi111 Creek Park?

Once a year or less

Several times a year

About once a month - during part of the year (seasonal)
About once a month - year long

Nearly once a week - during part of the year

Nearly once a week - year long

Several times a week or more - during part of the year
Several times a week or more - year Tong

s o = iy e e i,
CoO =~ N WM -
e e e e o et S ot

T
o
=

often do you use this facility/area of the park?

Nearly every time I visit the park
About half the times I visit the park

(
{
{3) Seldom

L =
PP

Which other facilities/areas of the park do you typically use when
you visit the park?

Thinking about your visits te Mill Creek Park, what kind of things
do you do here?

Please rate the following aspects of Mill Creek Park as excellent,
good, fair, or poor.

Excellent Good Fair Poor DK

1. Availability of facilities... 1 2 3 4 9
2. Road maintenance............. 1 ? 3 4 9
3. Maintenance of facilities.... 1 2 3 4 9
4, Safety.ciciiiiiiinnneennrenas 1 2 3 4 9
5. AppEaranCe......eevevsnersans 1 2 3 4 9
6. Availability of family

activities. . oivivnnnnennnnns 1 2 3 5 9
7. Availability of educational

DrOGraMSee vecoesnrovensnancan 1 2 3 5 9
8. Presence and clarity of

divectional signs......vevune 1 2 3 5 S



Q8.

Q9.

QlL0.

Qll,

Q1z.

MCPUS 2.

Mi11 Creek Park will be 100 years old 1in 1991, what existing
facil1ties should have the highest priority for renovation?

How would you rate this facility/area of the park?

(1) Excellent

(2) Good

(3) Fair---> What could be done to improve it?
(4) Poor--->

What is your overall impression of Mill Creek Park?

Very favorable
Favorable
Unfavorable

Very unfavorable

s s
P Lo PO
e e e

For each of the following, please indicate whether you believe the
goal 1s very important, somewhat important, or not important for
Mahoning County. (MAHONING COUNTY RESIDENTS ONLY)

Very Somewhat Not Important DK

a. Additional preservation
Of Open sSpace....ceeurnnvnnes 1 2 3 9

b. Additional preservation of
natural and wildlife areas... 1 2 3 9

¢. Additional preservation of
historical sites...oveeninnns 1 2 3 9

d. Provisions of additional
park areas....eececiicrennnas 1 2 3 9

e¢. Provision of additional
recreation programs and

Lok o AV B o I 1 2 3 g
Demographics
RECORD: Sex (1) Male
{2) Female
Race (1) White
{2) Black
(3) Hispanic
(4) Other
Approximate Age (1) <20
{2) 21-30
(3) 31-40
{(4) 41-50
(5) 51-60
(6) Over'c_ﬁé)



